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ThiS mOnTh we paCk OUr bagS and gO 
glObeTrOTTing wiTh The STarS. leT’S make 
OUr way TO The mOST glamOrOUS plaCeS 
On earTh FOr a healThy dOSe OF The high liFe. 
SUn Or SnOw, we’ve gOT yOU COvered. 

By Nikki Busuttil

It’s NO sECrEt that despite their luxurious houses, 
apartments, ranches, cabins and cottages, the 
rich and famous just love to get away from it all 
in comfort, style and relative anonymity. They pop 
up literally everywhere and you never know when 
you’ll be rubbing shoulders with celeb royalty at 
the next table in a far-slung restaurant or on a 
secluded white sandy beach half-way across the 
globe – far from the madding crowds, paparazzi 
and red carpets. 

Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes are crazy 
about Rio. Jake Gyllenhaal has been spotted in 
Paris, Halle Berry is known to holiday in Miami, 
and George Clooney loves to play tourist in 
Italy. Robbie Williams has hit Dubai, Christiano 
Ronaldo prefers to place his bets on Las Vegas, 
while the likes of Cameron Diaz and Paris Hilton 
sun it up in Hawaii. With endless amounts of 
cash in hand or very flexible platinum credit 
cards encrusted with Swarovski crystals at the 
ready, the world is their playground. 

We’ve rounded up some of the most exclusive, 
in this year’s hottest (or ‘coolest’ as the case may 
be) celebrity holiday havens around the globe. 

From extravagant living it up in the south of 
France, sun-worshipping in Mexico or diving the 
depths in French Polynesia, to cozying up on 
the slopes of the Rocky Mountains… But what 
does it take for a holiday destination to have 
that celebrity ‘it’ factor? Where do the A-listers 
love to top up their tans and wind down from 
stressful shooting or recording schedules? 
What lavish locations do they ring for room 
service in once they get there, and who might 
you be lucky enough to bump into by the pool? 

If you’re planning your next ever-so-desirable 
retreat from the daily grind this winter or next 
summer and either money is no obstacle or 
you don’t necessarily mind putting a serious 
dent into your wallet, get ready to add six 
spectacularly glamorous destinations to your 
must-visit list. Whether you’re seeking divine 
snow-capped mountains to show off your 
designer ski suit or you’re in desperate need of 
topping up a pasty office-pale tan, then take 
out that second mortgage and go luxury crazy 
at these to-die-for holiday paradises of the rich 
and famous.

CELEBrItY 
PLAYGrOUNDs

Bora Bora Nui Resort

Gstaad
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WE ADORE: 
BORA BORA 
For those looking to hide away from prying 
cameras, Bora Bora – nesting beautifully in 
the Pacific Ocean in French Polynesia near 
Tahiti – is one of the ultimate in the purest 
form of celebrity destinations. Being both 
exotic and remote, it is about as far from 
everything and anyone as the glitterati are 
likely to get, short of blasting off to the moon 
on a secret space mission. All manner of 
celebrities, as do we, adore these pristine 
beaches and crystal clear waters, perfect for 
both snorkeling and scuba diving. 

With the likes of Quincey Jones, Sharon 
Stone, Meg Ryan, Charlize Theron and Rod 
Stewart all hooked on Bora Bora, it is little 
wonder that the resorts in this part of the 
world are among some of the finest – and 
we were hard pressed to select just one as 
the celebrity haunt of choice. Bora Bora has 
also played host recently to the cast of the 
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whaT’S hOT

new Vince Vaughn comedy film Couples 
Retreat, courtesy of the St Regis, which has 
also seen the likes of Nicole Kidman and 
Keith Urban, who are known to be regulars 
to Bora Bora. This summer Milo Ventimiglia 
and Hayden Panettiere were seen in Bora 
Bora together, and Jennifer Connelly (Blood 
Diamond, A Beautiful Mind) was also 
looking fetching paddling next to the shore.

With the Hotel Bora Bora closed for major 
renovations before its 50th anniversary, 
celebrities still have plenty of luxurious 
resorts to choose from. One such hotel 
frequently chosen by the stars for its 
absolute seclusion on the private island 
Motu Toopua is the Bora Bora Nui Resort, 
part of the Hilton empire (www.hilton.
com/worldwideresorts), whose heiress, 
the infamous Paris Hilton, was spotted this 
summer in her bikini on the beach there. 
With an indigenous feel and sumptuous 
comfort, celebrities can opt for one of two 
lavish presidential over-water suites, which 
will set them back around a cool 172,000 
baht per night (although it’s probably comp-
ed if your last name is lucky enough to be 
Hilton)! Mere mortals with deep pockets may 
prefer to opt for the lagoon suites, which 
start at 21,000 baht per night. 

The Bora Bora Nui Resort lends itself 
well to romance, set in a white sandy cove 
and surrounded by majestic lava rocks, 
which is why honeymooning celebs Christina 
Applegate and Johnathon Schaech made it 
their first choice and were apparently quoted 
as having particularly enjoyed jumping off 
their balconies right into the water.

IT’S GOT TO BE: 
ST TROPEZ
No quintessential list of top celebrity holiday 
paradises is complete without homage 
to the long-standing eternally fabulous 
French Riviera hold of St Tropez. Everyone 
from bronzed supermodels, media moguls, 
Hollywood heavyweights to aging CEOs – the 
latter three with piles of cash in their money 
pouches, scantily-clad beauties a fraction of 
their age on their arms and super yachts in 
their armada.

After all these years since Brigitte Bardot 
propelled it to fame on the glamour map in 
1956, St Tropez on the Cote D’Azur still rocks 
the celeb polls for favorite summer holiday 
getaways. Instead of the who’s who, it may well 
be easier to compose a list of the who hasn’t 
been! There are perhaps more stars to be 
seen here in summer than in the night’s sky. 
Kid Rock, Lily Allen, Jack Nicholson, Victoria 
and David Beckham, British royals, Oprah, Avril 
Lavigne, Simon Cowell, Donatella Versace, Liz 
Hurley, Penelope Cruz, Beyonce and Jay-Z – 
who knows who you might be buddying up to 
on the sand to toss a frisbee with… 

Eva Longoria even threw her bachelorette 
party in St Tropez. Sir Elton John, who has a 
home here, was posing for photos outside a 
well-known club this summer, Kate Moss was 
out and about partying and topless sunbathing, 
while Richard Branson relaxed in the St Tropez 
sun, exchanging his space shuttle ambitions 
for a luxury yacht.

It doesn’t get more seriously fabulous and 
fashionable a hotel than Le Byblos (www.
byblos.com), one of the chic Tablet Hotels. 
The hotel is a whimsically Mediterranean styled 
hotel, with a playful bright ochre and baby 
blue façade, and interiors bathed in luxury. 
Byblos just happens to house the hottest, 
most celebrity-riddled club too – Les Caves 
du Roy. Adorning the interiors, Le Byblos 
and Les Caves have been accessorized by 
Giorgio Armani, George Clooney, P. Diddy, 
Uma Thurman, footballing legend David Ginola, 
Naomi Campbell, Bruce Willis, Terrance Conran, 
Sacha Distel, Flavio Briatore, Italian oil magnate 
Orsi, Karen Mulder, Liz Hurley and Beyoncé.

Don’t rush out just yet to take your place 
alongside them, as the hotel is currently 
closed for the off season and will open again 
in April 2010. Even the host to the stars has to 
take a holiday every now and then. Rates go 
from about 16,000 baht up to around 98,000 
baht per night – if you can get a bed! Early 
reservations are recommended.

SPOTTED!

Nicole Kidman Milo Ventimiglia Charlize Theron

SPOTTED!

Kate Moss Simon Cowell Beyoncé and Jay-Z

Bora Bora Nui Resort

Marina, St Tropez

Le Byblos
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SPOTTED!

Sean Combs Miranda Kerr Helena Christensen

SPOTTED!

Brad Pitt Kate Beckinsale Justin Timberlake

A REAL HEAD-
START:
ST BARTS
Discreet playground of the wealthy, famed 
and infamous, St Barts – otherwise known 
as Saint Barthélemy – is part of the 
French West Indies in the Caribbean, and 
attracts celebrities in their flocks. A truly 
pricy holiday destination, yet it offers idyllic 
beaches, gourmet dining and a plethora of 
upscale designer label shopping delights. St 
Barts is a destination that never seems to 
fall out of fashion or favor, as it caters to the 
elite and touts privacy as one of the biggest 
pluses for celebs in need of a break from the 
flashing bulbs of limelight. 

St Barts draws the likes of supermodels 
Helena Christensen, Miranda Kerr and Naomi 
Campbell, rock stars Bono and Jon Bon Jovi, 
as well as Usher, Sean Combs and Kimora 
Lee Simmons. Both Catherine Zeta Jones 
and Kelly Brook were snapped vacationing 
there this year. And, as with all locations 
that the stars love, they have already started 
buying up real estate here too.

Similarly to Bora Bora, there are multiple 
options in terms of accommodation that the 
celebs can pick and choose from, although 
in St Barts resorts are small and incredibly 
exclusive. The largest resort around only has 
about 70 rooms, thanks to the wisdom of 
local authorities, wishing to avoid excessive 
development (bravo, since tiny St Barts 
covers only 21 square km). The alternative 
is to rent private villas, which many 
holidaymakers often prefer. Nevertheless, 
we handpicked our hottest favorite of this 
year, which comes in the form of the über-
luxurious resort Le Toiny (www.letoiny.com) 
of the Relais & Chateaux stable. 

Remodeled in 2008, Le Toiny only has 15 
rooms and 15 suites over an unspoiled 38 
acres – meaning no immediate neighbors 
– and is all about elegance in colonial-style, 
with hi-tech amenities, and holding awards 
from both Conde Naste and Travel + Leisure. 
The hilltop setting provides panoramic 
views and an on-site greenhouse provides 
organic vegetables for the resort’s acclaimed 
restaurant Le Gaïac. Spotted this year at the 
resort were Uma Thurman, David Letterman, 
Lance Armstrong (one of the co-owners), 
Bon Jovi and Kate Moss, a lady who loves her 
vacations! Rates will set you back from about 
24,000 to 163,000 baht per night.

Furthermore, if you are extremely lucky, in 
addition to celebrity spotting, you may well 
catch a glimpse of the migrating whales and 
dolphins that swim through on currents that 
pass outside the reef of St Barts.

OFF WE GO:
CABO SAN LUCAS
With its close proximity to LA, Cabo San Lucas 
in Mexico is a sure-fire winner for the celebrity-
starved, in search of shining stars. Cabo is 
definitely a blazing hot party destination for 
celebs looking to let their hair down, making it 
a no-brainer for Amy Winehouse and Lindsay 
Lohan. But they are far from being alone. 
Jessica Alba, Jennifer Aniston, Teri Hatcher, 
Kim Kardashian, Gwyneth Paltrow, Kate 
Beckinsale, Courtney Cox, Sheryl Crow, and 
Jessica Biel have all made a beeline for this 
Baja California peninsula spot. And it’s not just 
the ladies who faun over Cabo… Matthew 
McConnaughey, Justin Timberlake, Brad Pitt 
and Justin Long are just some of the boys who 
have been out to play in Cabo in recent times.

Stunning oceanfront views, flash funky 
hotels, exorbitantly priced resorts, gated 
communities, world-class golf courses, a 
rocking nightlife scene and all the perks the 
super rich expect to be pampered with come 
as standard in Cabo, where hospitality is key. 
Accessibility is also a huge bonus with direct 
flights from major destinations around the US.

ME Cabo (www.me-cabo.com) by Meliá, a 
select group of seductive urban and resort 
destination hotels, is home-away-from-home 
to the high-rollers and A-listers on the Playa 
el Medano. With its ideal location on the only 
swimming beach in Cabo and panoramic views 
from Land’s End to the Sea of Cortez, this 
hotel offers intimate style, warmth and Latin 
flair, which allows VIPs to seamlessly transition 
from their hectic schedules into relaxation and 
fabulous beachside fun. The Aveda bathroom 
amenities are a cool touch and Nikki Beach on 
the sand adds to the excitement.

Adam Sandler, the Kardashian sisters, 
Chelsea Handler, Kendra Wilkinson, Paula 

Abdul, Cheryl Burke, Holly Madison, Heidi 
Montag, Spencer Pratt, Tara Reid and Criss 
Angel have all recently spent time at ME 
Cabo, so there’s always a good chance, while 
getting your groove on over some heady 
cocktails, of clinking glasses with big screen 
names. Rates here start from 12,000 baht 
and ascend to 57,000 baht per night for the 
Presidential Suite, dependant on the season.

Not directly in Cabo San Lucas, the 
Conde Naste award-winning One&Only 
Palmilla (www.oneandonlyresorts.com) is 
also worth taking the extra drive to, for some 
celeb-spotting in nearby San Jose del Cabo.Le Toiny (three pictures above)

ME Cabo resort
(left, center and right)
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SPOTTED!

Mariah Carey Ashton Kutcher Mischa Barton

SPOTTED!

Richard Gere Michael Jackson Tina Turner

FREEZING YOURS:
ASPEN
Not simply a winter wonderland, Aspen is hot 
and chilling year-round, but the snowy slopes 
certainly have a magical quality that has 
celebrities grabbing their skis or snowboards 
and dusting off their boots and woolies year 
after year to show off their downhill moves 
and après-ski suave. If it’s a white star-
studded Christmas you’re looking for, then 
look no further than this snow-capped ski-
resort town in the Colorado Rocky Mountains. 

Despite last year’s New Year’s Eve bomb 
scare that had most celebsters making a 
private jet mass exodus out of the region, 
Aspen is definitely, well and truly back 

GETTING STATELY:
GSTAAD
Known for its private (secret) banking, 
watches, cuckoo clocks and chocolate, 
Switzerland is the location of our final superb 
pick for top celebrity vacations. Gstaad is a 
high society traffic-free Alpine village and 
resort in the German-speaking Bern canton. 
Although a year-round destination these days, 
like Aspen, it draws in the main high-flying 
crowds in the chilly season.

The upscale ambiance of Gstaad pulls in, 
time and again, anyone who’s anyone in all 
industries. British and Spanish monarchs 
come here, Hollywood royalty, oil barons, 
yachting syndicate bosses, iconic singers, 
entertainers and politicians too. Elizabeth 
Taylor, Julie Andrews, Paris Hilton, Kofi Anan 
and Roger Moore – to name but a few – have 
been regulars to this part of Switzerland. 

Chalets in and around Gstaad are owned 
and rented by the ever-so-rich and eternally 
famous. Prime hotels, distinctive shopping 
and exquisite dining, coupled with three ski 
areas, heli-skiing and over 30 miles of cross-
country ski terrain are all within easy grasp. 
If you love the freezing outdoors you’ll be 
enamored with Gstaad, just like the stars. 

Indoors is just as lavishly furnished at the 
Gstaad Palace (www.palace.ch), where the 
staff greet regular guests by name – which is 
astonishing, considering how extensive that 
list actually is. Their collection of official visits 
is awe-inspiring, with an abundance of royalty 
heading the top tier of the listing, aside from 
all those who wish to remain anonymous. HM 
The King and HRH the Queen of Thailand 
have been esteemed guests, along with 
Persian, European and African monarchs. 
Shirley Bassey, John Travolta, Richard Gere, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Robbie Williams, 
Linda Evangelista, Michael Jackson, Tina 
Turner, Leanne Rimes and [breathe] the list 
goes on… There are just too many to name. 

on the star agenda. It boasts a range of 
sophisticated night spots, excellent dining, 
world-class shopping with prices to match, 
and plenty of glitz and glamour not to be 
scoffed at. Not to mention the breathtaking 
mountainous terrain and vistas, powdery 
white snow and superlative skiing options… 

Kurt Russell and Goldie Hawn own a 
property in Aspen, which is possibly why 
daughter Kate Hudson is seen frequenting 
the area. Cher, Demi Moore and Ashton 
Kutcher, Jack Nicholson, Mischa Barton, 
Mariah Carey, Christie Brinkley, Ivana Trump 
and even Bill Gates all have their names on 
the impressively lengthy VIP visitor list to 
Aspen. Kevin Costner even got hitched here.

The choicest resort par excellence would 

have to be the oh-so-luxuriant St Regis 
Aspen Resort (www.stregisaspen.com) 
which, after a long hard day of mastering 
the slopes, provides all the welcome 
pampering your heart desires – whether in 
the colossal spa with 15 treatment rooms, in 
the chic restaurant or snuggled up under the 
300-threadcount linen of your remarkably 
ostentatious suite. No surprise then that 
this hotel has made the Conde Naste Gold 
List in 2005, 2006 and 2008. Conveniently 
located at the base of Aspen Mountain, 
between two primary base ski-lifts, and 
only three miles from the airport, this resort 
has more deserved accolades than you can 
shake a well-manicured ski-clutching finger 
at. They even have a ‘St Regis Pet Program’, 
for all those overly-spoilt celeb pooches to 
partake in the ultimate pampering too.

Celebrity chef Todd English of the hotel’s 
Olive Restaurant is not the only star name 
to appear at this holiday haven. Known to 
have passed through are boxing champ 
Evander Holyfield, Fisher Stevens of Lost 
fame, Dean Cain, Angela Bassett, Julianna 
Marguiles, Dylan McDermott, Selma Blair, 
David Hasselhoff and Paul Sorvino – and 
many more famous guests (which the 
resort of course remains firmly tight-lipped 
about). Given the rates go up to a staggering 
134,000 baht per night, celebs certainly fork 
out for their discretion.

Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald, Edith Piaf, 
Sergio Mendes, Johnny Hallyday and Elton 
John all performed here too – testament to 
its long-lived legacy as a top VIP stay.

Celeb-stalkers – oops, spotters – will, 
however, have to cough up big-time if they 
wish to enjoy the same spoils. From a slight 
20,000 to nearly 444,000 baht per night you 
can expect bang for your buck. The Penthouse 
Suite boasts a 360-degree view of the whole 
of Gstaad, spelling out luxury in a regal fashion 
– in whichever direction you look. 

Aspen town St Regis Aspen Resort

Gstaad Palace (left, above and below)


